
St Michael’s CE Academy – SEND Information Report
Our Local Offer 2025-6
At St Michael’s we are committed to inclusion and firmly believe that we have a responsibility to provide a broad and balanced curriculum for all our pupils.
  The following details St Michael’s School’s Individual Local Offer (SEN Information Report as required in Schedule 1 of Regulation 51) and should be read in conjunction with the Core Offer detailed in Wakefield’s Local Offer www.Wakefield.gov.uk/localoffer which explains the provision available in all Wakefield schools and academies.
	
Contact Details


	Email - SENCo
	sendco@stmichaels.enhanceacad.org.uk

	
Email – School Office
	admin@stmichaels.enhanceacad.org.uk

	
Telephone – School Office
	01924 207340

	
Address



	St Michael’s CE Academy
Flansahw Lane
Wakefield
WF2 9JA

	
Age Range
	Primary (2-11)

	
Funding
	Church of England Academy



	
Polices for Identification and Assessment of Pupils with SEN

	This information should be read in conjunction with the school’s Special Educational Needs and Inclusion Policy which is available on the school website. Please also refer to Wakefield’s Core Offer which can be viewed through a link on our school website and at Wakefield SEND Local Offer | Wakefield SEND Local Offer



On the following pages we have tried to answer frequently asked questions that parents/carers may ask about provision for children and young people who have special educational needs. The information aims to be clear and easy to understand. However, if you prefer to talk to a member of staff, please contact school and we will be happy to answer any queries that you have.


	
How will St Michael’s CE School ensure that all children reach their potential?

	[bookmark: _Hlk196166765]Through the promotion of Christian values, the school aims to value and foster the achievements of every child enabling them to reach his or her full potential through:
· Access to a broad and balanced curriculum which is well adapted and takes account of different learning styles and children’s interests
· Well-staffed classrooms – for core subjects classes of 30 have at least one teacher and one teaching assistant 
· Quality of teaching and learning is monitored by experienced leaders
· Individualised targets for all children
· Rigorous pupil tracking system which ensures all children’s academic performance is regularly monitored
· Professional dialogue about every child takes place every half term to ensure early identification and that appropriate provision put in place.  Informal conversations also take place during the half term. 
· Parents of children with SEND are invited to discuss their provision and progress each term with class teachers. 
· Zero tolerance policy for bullying
· Our SENCo has achieved the National Award for SEN Coordination
· Our SENCo attends termly training and Network meetings.
· Two parent consultation evenings per year with termly review meetings for children on the SEN register and who have Individual Education Plans.
· Restorative Approach has been adopted in the school in line with the Positive  Behaviour Policy
· The values and ethos of the school are actively promoted to create an environment in which all pupils flourish
· All class teachers are aware of the requirements of the SEN Code of Practice (2014) and follow the Graduated Approach cycle

	
How do we involve parents, children and young people?

	· Curriculum and learning outcomes are shared with parents on the school website
· Detailed programme of reviews with parents and professionals: 2 parent consultation evenings, termly reviews for all children on the SEN register and comprehensive annual reviews for children with an Education Health and Care Plan
· Parents views are very important to us and we actively involve parents in the creation and review of Learning plans and seek their views through parent questionnaires
· Our pupil’s views are also extremely important. They contribute to the learning plan Review Process and share their views about their learning, the school, and the support they receive through questionnaires. They participate in the School Council and other leadership roles in school
· We actively promote communication and encourage informal, regular communication with our families

	How do we identify children and young people with a SEN and assess their needs?









How do we identify children and young people with a SEN and assess their needs?  

Continued from previous page:

	It is vital that children with SEN are identified as early as possible. If children are new to the school and already have identified SEND, then we will work with staff from their previous setting to gather as much information as possible.
SEND Concerns may be raised by:
· Parental views and background information
· Medical information
· Information from pre-school settings
· Teaching staff
· Through liaison with other teaching/support staff, specialists, schools, and other professionals
· Assessment results and data tracking
For children not making expected progress a SEND consideration form will be completed by the class teacher. Following this it will be considered by the SENDCO and where appropriate, an individual intervention pathway will be developed following the results from the profile.

If we feel that your child has an additional educational need, then we will follow the school procedure, this is:  
1. Class teacher to inform parents of concerns.
2. Class teacher to share information with the Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCO). 
3. Teacher and Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCO) meet to discuss.
4. SENCO, class teacher and parents hold a meeting to review findings and decide on whether to add to the SEN register or monitor. 
5. If action is to monitor, class teacher monitors for specified length of time and feeds back to SENCO and parents. 
6. If action is to add to the ‘SEN Register’, complete paperwork and create an ‘Individual learning plan. 
7. Set SMART targets and identify and deliver resources, strategies, and provision to promote progress and attainment. 
8. Record planning and outcomes of provision on Insight (our school tracking system) 
9. Review targets at least termly, progress will be closely monitored and new targets identified it objectives are met. If the concern is addressed the child can be removed from the SEN register and monitored. If concerns remain, review next steps. 

	
How do we help a child with physical needs?

	· Doors open wide enough to enable wheelchair access
· External ramps
· Access to equipment to support writing: sloping boards and range of ICT equipment
· Adjustments made for trips and residentials to include all learners
· Access to guidance available through SENCO toolkit
· Specialist advice given by Educational Psychologists, Physiotherapists, Occupational Therapists, and other specialist staff
· A variety of fine and gross motor skill provision
· Equality and Accessibility policies


	
How do we help a child with speech and language needs?

	· Teachers ensure that there are resources for language support
· All classes have a keen focus on vocab development 
· Staff trained to provide specific interventions eg Precision Teaching, SULP
· Teaching assistants deliver individualised programmes for children identified as requiring extra support
· Specialist advice and support from Speech and Language Therapists
· Access to guidance available through SENCO toolkit
· School has fortnightly visits from our own SALT who is able to assess and provide individual interventions as needed (funded by the cluster) and access to private SALT if needed. 
· School has TAs trained in intervention therapies. 


	
How do we help a child with sensory impairment?

	· Access to specialist advice and support from relevant agencies
· Areas can be created in school to provide a calm nurturing space 
· Access to the school sensory provision
· Use of visual timetables and other supporting materials
· Two quiet spaces are available in school for focused work
· Access to guidance available through SENCO toolkit


	
How do we help a child who has social and emotional difficulties?

	· SENCO has experience of supporting children who have experienced attachment and trauma. 
· SENCO experienced in use of Boxall Profile to identify needs and set targets
· Staff trained in Zones of Regulation.
· Comprehensive and developmental PSHE (personal, social and health education) sessions address issues of self-esteem, mental health and social behaviour including prevention of bullying
· Variety of school activities and texts in school to develop wellbeing and self-esteem
· Weekly reflection time in classes to explore messages and themes from school assemblies
· Access to specialist support: Educational Psychology Service
· Mental Health First Aider (MHFA) in school
· Access to guidance available through SENCO toolkit 
· Clear behaviour policy specifically addresses incidences of bullying
· All incidents of bullying are recorded on CPOMS
· Links with childcare settings and secondary schools to promote successful transition
· Access to CAMHS Website and support available

	
How do we help a child with behavioural difficulties?
	· SENCO has experience of supporting children who have experienced attachment and trauma
· Behaviour policy using positive reinforcement strategies
· Variety of activities to promote self-esteem 
· Access to specialist advice and support
· Staff trained in Team Teach techniques
· Access to guidance available through SENCO toolkit
· Individual behaviour plans developed bespoke to individuals
· Support from specialist agencies.

	
How do we help a child who needs support with English?

	We offer an exciting English curriculum with a clear focus on Quality First Teaching. Lessons are clearly differentiated and consider different learning styles. Where children need additional support, we can provide:
· Small intervention groups for phonics sessions
· Opportunities for 1:1 reading throughout the school
· Small intervention groups for those needing extra writing support
· Specialist support programmes 
· SENCO has experience of completing Dyslexia screening materials. We use the GL Assessment Dyslexia Screener and GL Assessment Dyslexia Portfolio to support in identifying pupils needs and provide targeted support
· We use assessment to identify if there are signs of visual stress and can provide coloured overlays to support children in the classroom
· All classrooms adopt a ‘Dyslexia Friendly’ approach with suitable fonts, suitable background colours on displays and presentations on screens
· We promote multi-sensory ways of teaching which benefit all learners

	
How do we help a child who needs support with Mathematics?
	We offer an exciting maths curriculum which combines arithmetic, reasoning and problem solving. Lessons are clearly differentiated and consider different learning styles. Where children need additional support, we can provide:

· Learning follows the concrete, pictorial, abstract approach
· Classrooms have well-organised resources and working walls to support learning
· Small intervention groups for those needing extra support with maths
· We promote multi-sensory ways of teaching which benefit all learners

	
How do we support a child who has medical needs?

	· Individual health care plans for any child with a medical need drawn up in consultation with parents and health professionals and logged on meditracker
· Staff trained in first aid
· Staff trained in intimate care
· Staff trained to administer medication
· Medical needs policy is reviewed annually

	
How do we support a child with complex and multiple needs?

	· Close liaison with primary special schools and other agencies
· Risk assessments
· Access to guidance available through SENCO toolkit
· Specialist advice and guidance from educational psychologists, physiotherapists, occupational therapists, and other specialist staff

	
How will we meet a child’s personal care needs?

	· Intimate Care Policy in place which is adhered to by all staff
· All staff adhere to a ‘Code of Conduct’
· Children are given as much responsibility for personal care as is possible with staff interventions only when necessary and following strict procedures
· Close liaison with the school nursing team

	
How will we include children in activities outside the classroom including school trips?
	We are an inclusive school and strive to ensure that all pupils have access to the same learning opportunities as their peers.
· Teaching assistant deployed to support children with EHC Plan at after school clubs
· Extra staff deployed for trips to meet requirements of risk assessments
· Parents/carers consulted prior to trips or other activities for advice and guidance
· Children with SEN encouraged to attend out of school clubs and residential visits

	

How do we prepare and support a child/young person for transition?

	· Visits to pre-school, nurseries, or home by EYFS staff and SENCO
· Extra activities provided to ensure well being of all
· Allocation of a support assistant as soon as possible and introduction before child starts school
· Extended visits to Reception class planned before child starts
· Transition plans – extended visits to secondary school with primary school staff
· Close liaison with all other settings or agencies involved in transition
· SENCO fully involved in transition for pupils with SEND


	
How will we develop social skills throughout the school day, especially break times?
	· Playtimes/lunchtimes seen as an important part of the day and included in time for 1:1 support if appropriate
· All staff go out for each play to interact with children and help to engage in play
· Class staff take children into own lunch sitting and settle children into lunch and engage in conversation
· Midday supervisors trained in delivering play activities
· Play leaders lead activities at break and lunchtimes

	
How do we allocate resources?

	· Support given to meet targets as specified in a child’s Education Health and Care Plan
· Time is allocated for individual/ small group work on specific targets
· Well-staffed classrooms – for core subjects with classes of 30 have at least one teacher and one teaching assistant
· Support is allocated according to need for meeting individual targets.

	
How do we ensure all staff are well trained?

	· Regular training sessions for all staff on SEN issues including by SENCO and EP and trust director of inclusion and SEND
· Discussion of training needs included in appraisal process
· Private SALT therapist works with staff as well as focus children
· SENCO attends Inclusion Network termly for training and updates. 
· We are part of Enhnace trust partnership meetings with other SENCOs. 

	
How do we raise awareness of special educational needs for parents and the wider community?
	· School Council raise awareness through support of annual charity chosen by the children
· Regular whole school charity events/fundraising
· Achievement of all , including those children with SEN are celebrated in newsletters, achievement assemblies and other public documents
· Robust PSHE curriculum that addresses anti-bullying, equality, inclusion and diversity
· Text based curriculum with awareness of representing all groups in society at an age appropriate level
· Assemblies delivered on different SEND issues as appropriate or as needed. 


	
Which specialist services do we access beyond the school?

	We have contact with the following services who give us support and advice:
· Educational Psychologists
· Speech and Language Therapy
· Occupational Therapy
· Physiotherapy
· Wakefield Children’s Nursing Team
· Educational Welfare Officer
· CAMHS/Open Minds
· ILOP (Inclusion Learning North for specific advice)


	
How do we evaluate and review the support provided?

	· Once a child is set targets they will be reviewed on a rolling programme and targets will be reviewed and new targets set where appropriate.
· We will formally review the targets set for each child and the provision provided at least three times per year.
· Once the targets are reviewed and the impact measured then new targets will be set.

	
How do we evaluate the effectiveness of SEN provision in school?
	We follow the Graduated Approach of assess, plan, do and review for all children with SEN.
· Termly review meetings to review children’s progress including school staff, parents/carers and outside agencies if appropriate
· Termly review of each child’s attainment and progress
· SENCO to review pupil progress against individual provision map targets
· SEND Governor meets with SENCO to discuss actions
· Parent and pupil questionnaires
· The SEN policy and school local offer are reviewed regularly
· SEND ‘subject on a page’ written and reviewed annually by the SENCO 

	
How do we deal with complaints regarding our provision for children and young people with SEN?

	In the first instance parents and carers are encouraged to speak to their child’s class teacher about any concerns they have. If they feel that their concerns have not been addressed, they should make an appointment to meet the SENCO or Headteacher. If the complaint remains unresolved, they should follow our complaints procedure which is detailed in Complaints Policy and can be found in the school policies section of our website. We would also advise parents and carers to contact WESAIL (details below). This service is impartial and confidential.

	
Contact details of support services for parents of pupils with SEN
	Wakefield SENDIASS (The Wakefield SEND Information, Advice and Support Service) - The SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities) Information, Advice and Support Service (formerly Parent Partnership Service) provides legally based, impartial, confidential and accessible information, advice and support for parents of children and young people with Special Educational Needs or Disabilities about education, health and social care. Wakefield SENDIASS (WESAIL) - Family Action
Wakefield CAMHS Website has lots of advice and support for all areas of SEND especially regarding health and well being. 
Independent Support – both the above organisations have also been commissioned by the Department of Education to deliver Independent Support in Wakefield.  These will provide advice and support for parents of children with SEN, and young people with SEN, through the statutory assessment and Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) processes. 
Independent Supporters will help to build resilience in families by offering a range of time-limited support such as liaison across different agencies and advice on personal budgets. The level and nature of that support will be tailored to the needs of individual families. 
For full details of the entire support provided for parents please follow the link to Wakefield’s Local Offer: Wakefield SEND Local Offer | Wakefield SEND Local Offer 


Below is a link to Wakefield’s Local Offer where further information can be found:   Wakefield SEND Local Offer | Wakefield SEND Local Offer
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